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From Our Executive Director and Board President 

Our Mission 
 

Central Minnesota Habitat for Humanity is dedicated to eliminating poverty housing in Central 
Minnesota and to making decent, affordable shelter for all people a matter of conscience.  
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Birthdays and anniversaries are pretty sneaky.  While we gear up 

for celebration and remember key milestones, long- forgotten 

people and details pop up, and we start calculating how long ago 

that happened.  Inevitably the question is asked, òWhere did the 

time go?ó  And not long after that, someone will say, òWhatõs 

next?ó 

 

We are at an important juncture in CMHFH history.  Weõre cele-

brating our 20th Anniversary, and it is near the end of our five-year 

strategic plan where we envisioned serving 10 families by the year 

2010.  Now we must take stock and plan for the future in a time of 

substantial uncertainty.  Here are some thoughts on both mile-

stones:   

 

Looking Back (Al Buckner, Board President) 

 

I started volunteering with Central Minnesota Habitat for Human-

ity (CMHFH) more than ten years ago.  I was excited to join this 

ministry because I could see that it made a significant difference in 

peopleõs lives. 

 

A lot has changed over the years é and a lot has remained the 

same. 

 

Iõve seen some incredible change and growth since my early years 

at CMHFH: 

--  In those early years, we built only one or two homes each 

year, every Board member was involved in the operation, 

and our Construction Manager did most of the building 

with few volunteers é now we have a professional office 

staff and a large pool of volunteers. 

--  Only a few years ago, the board would often ask, òwhere will 

our next property come from?ó é now, at the beginning of 

2010, weõll have an inventory of enough properties to serve 

up to 18 families. 

--  Until recently, whenever we found property, we usually 

couldnõt afford it é now weõre receiving generous gifts of 

properties from donors or government organizations.   

--  In the past, our communities would often ask why weõre 

building new homes rather than renovating existing proper-

ties (which we couldnõt afford) é now weõre responding to 

the current housing market by leveraging opportunities to 

acquire foreclosed properties and renovate them.  We 

place new homeowners and taxpayers in these properties, 

which helps revitalize neighborhoods while continuing to 

serve families. 

 

But some of our fundamental values remained strong over the 

years and are still the core of our mission: 

-- We still pray before our Board and Committee meetings é 

remembering that weõre a faith-based organization.   

-- We still celebrate each milestone a family crosses é the part-

nership letter, ground breaking, home dedication and 

home closing.   

-- We remain true to our core purpose é providing safe, decent, 

affordable housing for families in need.  Whether  that 

means building new homes, renovating foreclosed proper-

ties, or providing education, resources, and support for our 

partner families, we keep a clear focus on the end results 

and why we exist as an organization. 

 

Some days we still wonder how weõll achieve ambitious goals of 

serving families.  And weõre constantly amazed at what a hard-

working community can accomplish together.  CMHFH has 

served 62 families in 20 years, representing 190 children and 90 



 3 

adults.  And 58 of those 62 families are still in their 

homes é an impressive testimonial to the CMHFH 

goal of developing long-term homeowners.    

 

I feel privileged to have been a part of all weõve 

accomplished over the years, but this success is also 

due to the contributions by all of you é our donors, 

volunteers, and partners in our communities.  As 

we celebrate this milestone, we recognize and cele-

brate your role in this success also.  We donõt just 

build homes é we change lives. 

 

Looking Ahead  

(Bruce Johnson, Executive Director) 

After one year at CMHFH, I still feel like the new 

kid on the blockñand there are five staff members 

and two VISTAs that arrived after me.  Every day 

we get a history lessonñmostly because weõre asking 

questions like òHow did that work?ó or  òWhy do 

we do it that way?ó or  òWhereõs that file?ó  Invaria-

bly weõll meet someone whoõs been volunteering for 

many, many yearsñand we enjoy hearing about 

CMHFH òchampionsó who have long since moved 

on.  We all look forward to meeting some of those 

champions, and the families they helped, at the 

Family Reunion in a month.  I hope youõll be one 

of  them!  

 

I have a friend who once declared, òIf youõd like to 

meet with Jesus face to face, find someone in need 

and help them.ó  He was reminding us of Jesusõ 

own words in Matthew 25:40 (NIV)ñòéwhatever 

you did for one of the least of these brothers of 

mine, you did for me.ó  By all appearances during 

the dedication and closing of five homes just two 

days before Thanksgiving, Jesus is delighted, excited 

and maybe a little stunned.  Thatõs what was re-

flected in the faces of the staff, volunteers, sponsors 

andémost of alléeach family as they were handed 

the keys to their new home.   

 

And now we have the exciting and daunting respon-

sibility of planning a future full of appointments 

with Jesus in the faces of people we have yet to 

meet.  In the middle of a tough and uncertain econ-

omy, it would be easy to hunker down and cling to 

what we have already accomplished.  Yet, I am 

inspired to hear one basic question come up time 

and again:  òéhow can we serve more families who 

need our helpé?ó  Weõre not sure yet, but we have 

an incredibly dedicated, hard working, creative 

group of people in this community who will be 

getting together to figure it out.  If you have some 

ideas, please donõt hesitate to call!  I canõt wait to 

share with you what we come up with in our Spring/

Summer newsletter. 

 

Thank you for your role in bringing CMHFH so far 

along in 20 years, and for being ready to help make 

the next 20 years even more successful!  
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Please join us for these upcoming events in 2010! 

February 6th: 

Family Reunion  

Chairperson: Josh Nelson 

(see page 4 for more information!) 

 

March 19th: 

4th Annual Nun Banquet 

 

June 11th: 

Jacobõs Financial Golf Tournament 

 

June: 

Central MN Federal Credit Union  

Golf Tournament in Paynesville 

 

July: 

Wright County Golf Tournament 

 

September: 

Women Build 2010 

Chairperson: Kris Nelson 

 

Al Buckner, 

Board President 

Bruce Johnson,  

Executive Director 

Donate online! Now itõs easier than 

ever for you to give. Simply go to our 

website at www.cmhfh.org and click 

on the donate button!  Donate 


